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Blond,	
  deutsch	
  und	
  böse	
  

	
  

Translation:	
  

	
  

Blonde,	
  bad	
  and	
  German	
  	
  

The	
  German	
  about	
  Vin	
  Diesel,	
  the	
  cool	
  guy	
  and	
  about	
  a	
  church	
  party	
  with	
  Rammstein	
  -­‐	
  and	
  the	
  hangover	
  

afterwards.	
  

	
  

Having	
  a	
  greater	
  role	
  in	
  “XXX”	
  is	
  like	
  being	
  a	
  soccer	
  player	
  in	
  a	
  team	
  with	
  Zidane	
  and	
  Figo;	
  you	
  know	
  that	
  
these	
  are	
  the	
  best	
  and	
  now	
  you’re	
  part	
  of	
  it.	
  It’s	
  also	
  a	
  bit	
  frightening.	
  I	
  always	
  had	
  this	
  image	
  of	
  
Hollywood,	
  like	
  being	
  in	
  a	
  tank	
  with	
  sharks.	
  

But	
  then	
  I	
  was	
  pleasantly	
  surprised.	
  The	
  vibe	
  on	
  set	
  was	
  almost	
  family-­‐like,	
  because	
  most	
  guys	
  have	
  

known	
  each	
  other	
  for	
  years	
  and	
  have	
  worked	
  with	
  each	
  other,	
  over	
  and	
  over,	
  so	
  the	
  team	
  was	
  pretty	
  
well	
  attuned	
  to	
  each	
  other.	
  Most	
  of	
  them	
  had	
  a	
  lot	
  of	
  experience;	
  they’ve	
  worked	
  on	
  films	
  like	
  “Matrix,”	
  
and	
  “Star	
  Wars”.	
  DP	
  Dean	
  Semmler	
  has	
  an	
  Oscar	
  for	
  his	
  work	
  on	
  “Dances	
  With	
  Wolves”.	
  He’s	
  a	
  wise	
  old	
  

guy	
  and	
  you	
  get	
  the	
  feeling	
  that	
  he	
  won’t	
  miss	
  anything.	
  

The	
  director	
  Rob	
  Cohen	
  is	
  a	
  very	
  spiritual	
  guy.	
  He	
  invested	
  a	
  lot	
  of	
  time	
  in	
  me;	
  I	
  got	
  a	
  lot	
  to	
  be	
  grateful	
  
for.	
  He’s	
  a	
  true	
  artist	
  to	
  the	
  core;	
  he	
  can	
  teach	
  you	
  how	
  to	
  serve	
  the	
  film	
  industry	
  and	
  still	
  manage	
  to	
  be	
  
a	
  believable	
  artist.	
  

Vin	
  Diesel	
  is	
  also	
  a	
  nice	
  guy;	
  you	
  just	
  have	
  to	
  make	
  sure	
  that	
  his	
  cool	
  ways	
  don’t	
  intimidate	
  you.	
  For	
  us	
  

Europeans	
  this	
  cool	
  behavior	
  can	
  appear	
  a	
  bit	
  strange,	
  but	
  we	
  worked	
  out	
  together	
  and	
  went	
  out	
  
partying	
  on	
  a	
  few	
  occasions.	
  Vin	
  and	
  his	
  buddies	
  are	
  fun	
  to	
  party	
  with.	
  Very	
  American,	
  they’re	
  very	
  
relaxed	
  but	
  focused	
  on	
  their	
  goals.	
  

They	
  hired	
  an	
  elite	
  soldier	
  who	
  trained	
  me	
  in	
  weaponry	
  for	
  my	
  role	
  as	
  a	
  crazy	
  Russian	
  weapon	
  freak.	
  He	
  

trained	
  me	
  in	
  shooting	
  with	
  real	
  bullets.	
  When	
  I	
  had	
  any	
  issues	
  with	
  my	
  lines	
  I	
  could	
  call	
  my	
  interpreter	
  
around	
  the	
  clock.	
  That’s	
  the	
  great	
  thing	
  about	
  America:	
  When	
  you	
  got	
  something	
  special	
  you	
  can	
  



amount	
  to	
  much.	
  If	
  not,	
  you’re	
  out	
  of	
  the	
  business.	
  That’s	
  a	
  very	
  honest	
  attitude	
  combined	
  with	
  the	
  
willingness	
  to	
  take	
  risks,	
  and	
  it’s	
  something	
  that	
  is	
  part	
  of	
  my	
  nature.	
  

And	
  the	
  sets!	
  We	
  filmed	
  for	
  a	
  month	
  in	
  a	
  studio	
  in	
  L.A.	
  and	
  three	
  months	
  in	
  Prague.	
  The	
  coolest	
  place	
  

was	
  an	
  old,	
  degenerated	
  church,	
  where	
  a	
  techno	
  party	
  takes	
  place.	
  There	
  was	
  a	
  huge	
  amount	
  of	
  extras	
  
and	
  Rammstein	
  had	
  a	
  guest	
  appearance.	
  A	
  German	
  production	
  wouldn’t	
  have	
  had	
  the	
  money	
  to	
  do	
  all	
  
that.	
  

The	
  filming	
  of	
  “XXX”	
  was	
  physically	
  the	
  most	
  exhausting	
  film	
  I’ve	
  done	
  so	
  far.	
  The	
  reason	
  for	
  that	
  was	
  

partially	
  the	
  dynamic	
  way	
  of	
  working,	
  but	
  also	
  the	
  very	
  extreme	
  character	
  I	
  play.	
  I	
  always	
  try	
  to	
  find	
  
something	
  within	
  myself	
  that	
  can	
  relate	
  to	
  the	
  character,	
  and	
  when	
  you	
  play	
  a	
  crazy	
  violent	
  ex	
  soldier	
  
and	
  weapon	
  freak	
  who	
  is	
  madly	
  in	
  love	
  with	
  someone	
  who	
  doesn’t	
  reciprocate	
  these	
  feelings,	
  this	
  can	
  

be	
  quite	
  exhausting.	
  Four	
  months	
  after	
  I	
  returned	
  to	
  Berlin	
  I	
  went	
  through	
  a	
  bit	
  of	
  a	
  psychological	
  
hangover.	
  For	
  two	
  weeks	
  I	
  was	
  in	
  my	
  totally	
  dark	
  room	
  which	
  I	
  only	
  left	
  to	
  go	
  to	
  the	
  gym	
  once	
  in	
  a	
  while,	
  
only	
  to	
  return	
  to	
  isolation.	
  

Two	
  weeks	
  after	
  the	
  wrap	
  I	
  got	
  a	
  message	
  that	
  our	
  main	
  stunt	
  man	
  died	
  while	
  shooting	
  some	
  additional	
  

scenes	
  in	
  Prague.	
  I	
  was	
  shocked	
  because	
  we	
  had	
  become	
  friends	
  and	
  worked	
  out	
  together.	
  Apparently	
  
the	
  accident	
  happened	
  while	
  they	
  were	
  shooting	
  a	
  parasailing-­‐scene,	
  which	
  was	
  relatively	
  harmless,	
  
compared	
  to	
  some	
  other	
  stunts.	
  Ultimately	
  being	
  stunt	
  men	
  is	
  never	
  really	
  harmless.	
  

“XXX”	
  is	
  the	
  highlight	
  of	
  my	
  career	
  so	
  far,	
  but	
  who	
  knows,	
  maybe	
  there’s	
  more	
  to	
  come.	
  I’m	
  with	
  the	
  

Americans	
  in	
  that	
  regard:	
  You	
  got	
  to	
  believe	
  in	
  yourself	
  and	
  work	
  hard.	
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