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»Ich will nicht erwachsen werden”

Werner Daehn

Translation:

»1 don’t want to grow up”

Werner Daehn

Hard on the surface, soft in the core: He knows all the facets of a bad guy - but privately he couldn’t
harm a fly...

It’s not a typical day in Los Angeles. The sky is hazy; the temperature dropped drastically - for
Californians, its 59 degrees. But Werner Daehn feels great and he laughs, which he does a lot just never
on screen. The shooting for In is a welcomed exception.

The 40 year old is the stereotypical bad guy. Whenever Hollywood needs a dark character, the actor
from Worms gets an invite to audition. That’s how he got to challenge Vin Diesel in the first “xXx” and
ever since he keeps on doing it. Even martial artist Steven Seagal found an equal opponent in the son of
a teacher (“Shadow Man”). After that he appeared in US shows and he had a part in the action film
“Speed Racer” - and finally the most important role to date: He plays a major in the movie “Valkyrie”
which tells the story of Stauffenberg and his failed assassination on Hitler. He had 18 days of shooting,
mostly side by side with superstar Tom Cruise.

He’s also the only actor, who had a role in both Oscar winning movies in a foreign language; he played a
Jewish concentration camp prisoner in “The Counterfeiters”, and a slimy incident commander in “The
Lives of Others”.

We interviewed the one who loves to be a guest in the US, but loves to live in Berlin...



IN: You were in front of a green screen for days, when you shot “Speed Racer” and you had to act by
yourself. Was that a big challenge?

Werner Daehn: Of course it’s less fun to work with a green screen, because you have to imagine
everything. There are no sets, no scene partners, only certain marks on a green wall. Before you start
shooting the director will explain to you what will happen in the final movie, in regards to the marks. For
instance, the red mark stands for an accident and the green mark means that someone stands in the
middle of a road. These scenes will be added to the movie later on, via computer. So | got to imagine
these, as if they were real.

IN: And after the end of shooting:
Werner Daehn: You see and think in green (laughs).

IN: Is it still more difficult for a German actor to get work, compared to actors from other countries -
given that you speak English fluently?

Werner Daehn: In my experience it doesn’t really matter where you’re from. That’s what they think in
Germany but the reality is different. AS long as you’re a good actor and you speak the language, almost
without an accent, everybody has a chance.

IN: You’ve worked with Vin Diesel, Samuel Jackson and lastly with Tom Cruise. Does it feel like normalcy
to work with Hollywood stars?

Werner Daehn: It’s never going to feel like normalcy. But you realize quickly that even superstars are
just normal people. Tom Cruise, too, he’s very nice, accommodating and helpful.

IN: Who else would you like to work with?

Werner Daehn: Forest Whittaker. He has a very intensive style. | find him extraordinary and | would love
to work with him.

IN: Did you dream about acting in a young age, did you do theater in school?

Werner Daehn: No, not at all, | wasn’t interested at all. | just loved to play, even as a kid. As a kid | didn’t
like adults for that reason. Totally stupid. Because the majority is not very creative, or has a vivid
imagination. | never wanted to be like them. Yeah, | never wanted to grow up. When | got older, |
realized that this wish to play didn’t go away.

IN: What did your parents say to your career choice? They probably weren’t too happy about it.

Werner Daehn: They wanted me to study law, to become a lawyer. My sister fulfilled that dream
(laughs). Thank god. But | did try to make my parents happy, partially. | took on a traineeship in trading
and | studied business, and graduated. But | knew that this isn’t for me, this kind of lifestyle. After |
graduated | moved to Berlin and enrolled in a drama school.

IN: Did the young Werner ever imagine playing next to Tom Cruise?



Werner Daehn: No, not really. I've achieved already more than | hoped for.
IN: You already had a 1.3 billion audience before.

Werner Daehn: (laughs) Yeah that gave me quite a chill, when they showed a scene with me in it at the
Oscars, from the movie “The Lives of Others.”

IN: Where do you see yourself in five years? What plans do you have?

Werner Daehn: To be honest, | think this whole planning is bullshit. Of course | have dreams and hopes
but besides talent you need a lot of luck in this business. If | get an offer in the US I'll work there. If an
engagement brings me to Bavaria, I'll do that. The Americans call this, “Go with the flow.”

IN: It must be difficult to have a private life.

Werner Daehn: In my case it is in fact very difficult. I'm a real nomad because of my work. | don’t only
travel to Munich or Hamburg, my work also leads to other countries. But | know that | want to be where
my work is. That is my calling.

IN: People learn to deal with failures because often success isn’t necessarily given. Is your family your
support system?

Werner Daehn: Of course. | talk a lot with my parents but | don’t burden them with setbacks. Their job is
to keep me grounded (laughs loudly). And they do that very well. They don’t want to hear about Tom
Cruise. They’re just happy when | get a job.

IN: Do you see a chance to drift off?

Werner Daehn: Not anymore. When you’re forty you should be over that. | do admit that it was
different back then. When | got the part in “Triple X” | had a bit of that (laughs). | had to process that.

IN: Mr. Daehn, is there a kind of role you wouldn’t do?

Werner Daehn: The only thing | could think of is a child molester, from the top of my head. | wouldn’t
and couldn’t do that because | wouldn’t know how to find that inside of me. | also don’t know what kind
of a disease that is. You walk a fine line when you play a part like that because you’ll never be able to
find the truth.

IN: You mainly play the tough guys, the killer type. Would you be interested to play a lover?

Werner Daehn: That’s because of my looks. That’s more suitable for a bad guy. But | can be romantic
(laughs). I'm actually pretty romantic. But if | can play that on screen? Let’s put it this way: | would
appreciate an offer in that genre.

IN: Let me rephrase that. What do you feel more comfortable with, a gun or a bouquet of flowers?



Werner Daehn: Definitely with flowers, | do have a problem with weapons. I’'m also not a good shooter.
Which doesn’t mean that | have a problem with a confrontation, but without weapons.
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